[Late results of surgical treatment of capsular ligament injury of the thumb metacarpophalageal joint].
48 patients with 49 lesions of the ligamentous apparatus of the thumb metacarpophalangeal joint were followed-up on average 32.4 months after operative treatment. Using our own scoring and grading, we evaluated the operative results by subjective and objective criteria. In 47 (95.9%) of the operated first metacarpophalangeal joints we found "very good" and "good" results. Only one (2.0%) patient showed either a "fair" or "poor" result. The statistic analysis of the examined parameters range of motion, strength of grip, and stability did not show significant differences to the uninjured side. We recommend the use of Lengemann suture.